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the greater part of the day. In men, however, no such

effects were produced-merely slight giddiness and head-
ache. 

___

MEDICAL WORTHIES OF BRADFORD.

THE Bradford Observer of May 17th contains a paper by
Dr. J. H. Bell, entitled "Fragments of Local Medical

History," which we have read with much interest. The

sketches of medical men associated by birth, connexion, or
practice with Bradford are very well drawn, and supply
many social and professional data of real historic value.
The list begins with Dr. Bartlett, F.R.S., born in Bradford
in 1718, and includes the great and good Dr. John Fothergill,
who was a friend of Bartlett. A medical man is not badly
employed in reviving in a community the memory of men of
his own profession ; and that Dr. Bell should have found
time to do this at a moment when he is so honourably dis-
tinguished in connexion with a piece of good medical and
pathological research, is a new proof of an old truth-that
the study of the old and the new often go well together, and
that one kind of work serves as recreation in respect to
,another. 

___

THE PIROGOW JUBILEE.

M. PIROGOW’S jubilee, celebrated at Moscow on the 6th
inst., was made the occasion of an extraordinary demonstra-
tion in honour of the distinguished Russian surgeon. The

State, scholastic, literary, and scientific circles, and the
’ 

people generally, all crowded to do honour to the jubilee,
and the detailed accounts of what transpired fill much

space in the Russian journals. Addreses were read in
honour of the occasion from all parts of the empire, and
from numerous foreign universities.

THE Throat and Ear Hospital, Newcastle-on-Tyne, was 
last week visited by Dr. Yong Ton Wong, the native

physician on board the Hae Shin, accompanied by his
assistant and interpreter. The doctor, who is about forty
years of age, studied at Canton, of which city he is a native.
The visitors were received by the honorary secretary, and
Mr. Ellis, the senior-surgeon, and appeared to be much in-
terested in the examination of the out-patients. They
showed good acquaintance with the use of electricity and
galvanism in the treatment of disease, and stated inci-

dentally that Chinese medicine aimed at prevention rather
than cure, and that they preferred to save a limb rather
than to sacrifice it by an operation.

DR. GEE, physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, has
recently had under care in the wards a girl, fourteen years
of age, suffering from chorea. About ten days after chloral
hydrate was prescribed for her in frequently-repeated doses,
a characteristic eruption, now known to be due to the admi-
nistration of this drug, appeared upon the upper part of the
chest, elbows, and buttocks. Consisting essentially of a

lichenous type, the papules were generally large, of a dusky
hue, and surrounded by much cutaneous redness. An

example of this interesting skin lesion-also under Dr. Gee’s
care&mdash;was noticed in THE LANCET of January 1st.

AN accident, which at one time caused serious alarm,
occurred in the Anatomical Schools of Cambridge University
last week. By the ignition of some spirit the preparation
room caught fire, to which apartment, however, it was, by
the exertions of the servants of the museum and of the fire

brigade, fortunately confined. No specimen of value appears
to have been destroyed, though the room was much

damaged.

ON Monday last, the Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol
distributed the prizes to the successful students of the
Bristol Medical School. The report read by Dr. Markham
Skerritt referred to the facts that the building in which the
work of the school is carried on is a temporary one, and
that, owing to the increase in the number of students, addi-
tional accommodation is urgently required. The Bishop, in
the course of his address, deprecated specialism, and spoke
forcibly on the need, in medical practitioners, of a broad
and general knowledge of the human frame and its diseases.

THE suit instituted by a Mrs. Morgan in the Supreme
Court of the United States against Dr. Lewis H. Sayre, in
which the plaintiff demanded 25,000 dollars damages for
alleged injuries to her constitution from the improper
administration of nux vomica, has, as was to be expected,
resulted in a verdict for the defendant.

MR. JOHN TWEEDY, F.R.C.S., has been elected Professor
of Ophthalmic Medicine and Surgery at University College,
on the retirement of Professor Wharton Jones, F. R. S. Mr.

Tweedy has also been appointed Assistant Ophthalmic
Surgeon to University College Hospital.

THE Boylston Prize of Harvard College, U.S., for 1881,
has been awarded to Mr. Herbert Page, of St. Mary’s Hos-
pital, for the best essay on "Injuries of the Back, without
apparent Mechanical Lesion, in their Surgical and Medico-
legal Aspects."

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.

Holsworthy, Riarccl (Devonshire).-Population, 1871, 9427;
area 81,810 acres. Mr. Linnington Ash reports for 1880 a
birth-rate of 29-17 per 1000 living, and a death-rate of 19’62.
Of this death-rate he remarks that although somewhat lower
than the average of all England, it is a high rat : for an

extensive, high, moorland, and sparsely populated district-
higher, indeed, than ought to exist. An exceptional pre-
valence of certain zymotic diseases appears to have con-
tributed largely to the comparatively high mortality, es-

pecially measles and scarlet fever. The sanitary organisation
of the district is still so imperfect as to place successful
attempts to limit the prevalence of infectious diseases out of
the question. There are no public means of isolating patients,
and isolation in the cottages of the poor is practically im-
possible ; disinfection, too, as practised in the district, is
described by Mr. Ash as "perfectly useless and illusory.
It is done in a desultory, unmethodical, and unscientific
manner, as might be expected in the absence of proper public
means for the purpose being provided by the authority."
In respect to the closure of schools, Mr. Ash observes, in
regard to measles: "Schools were tem porarily closed in nearly
every parish, but always too late to be of use, for the most
infectious stage of measles is the commencement, even as
soon as, or before, the characteaiatic rash appears. More
than a dozen children attending one of the schools in
Holsworthy were struck down with the disorder during one
afternoon." Scarlet fever, it appears, spread from village to
village, "chiefly through the means of elementary schools
for combined districts." The present report is the sixth
annual one which Mr. Ash has been called upon to make for

. this district. He comments upon the fact that no systematic
, records are yet kept of the work d‘ne by the inspector of

nuisances, and that no systematic survey for sanitary purposes
’ 

has been made. Much has been done in respect to sanitary
’ work since the district was formed, and progress is being

made ; but it is obvious that much remains to be done, and
that from the want of the work which has been done, and is
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now being done, not being carried out in the orderly way
which Mr. Ash advises the full utility it should have for the
district is not obtained.
Cambridge (Urban).&mdash;Dr. Bushell Anningson reports for

this university town and district for 1880 a death-rate of
16’4 per 1000 living, but he thinks it desirable to repeat a
caution that a low general death-rate should not be taken by
itself as an expression of healthful conditions of a town, and
he further says of Cambridge that, "like a weakly creature,
she ’catches any complaint that is going."’ The complaint
"going" in 1880 was diarrhoea, and Cambridge did not escape;
and, in consequence, came in for the polite attentions of the
Local Government Board inviting contribution to the inves-
tigation as to diarrhoea, which is now being carried out by
Dr. Ballard. The cream of the contribution which Cambridge
will make to Dr. Ballard we may assume is given in this
report. Dr. Anningson describes the meteorological con-
ditions under which the considerable prevalence of diarrhoea
among infants and young children occurred in the town,
but shows that such influence as they exerted in the
production of the disease was manifested not generally
over the town and district, but was confined to certain
limited localities. He then proceeds to examine into the
peculiar conditions which might determine these localisa-
tions, and particularly of the district upon which the
incidence of the diarrhoea most markedly fell. He observes :
&mdash;"That focus comprises not only the courts and alleys
and yards where the air stagnates, undisturbed except
by a breeze from the sewer, but even streets that might be
considered fairly ventilated. The conclusion to which I am
rather unwillingly led (I say unwillingly, because if I am
right the remedy is difficult of application), is that the
infected area lies along the line of sewers of low rate of
inclination in poor neighbourhoods, where less heed is paid
to traps. So slight, indeed, is the inclination, that the
sewage is practically stagnant, and ferments, producing gases
which press with great force, as I know by direct experiment,
upon the traps in some of the scullery sinks. The evil,
doubtless, would be palliated by ventilation of the sewer all
along its line (a matter to which I called attention in my
first report-viz., that for 1875). There would even then be
foul gas in the streets, but in a less concentrated state."
Fulham.-Mr. Collier, in his report for the first quarter of

the present year, gives the rate of mortality as equal to 20’0
per 1000 of the population of the district, as compared with
23’3 for the whole of the metropolis. He has the following
observations upon small-pox in the district :-" In my last
quarterly report, attention was called to the fact, that a large
number of cases of small-pox were being removed from other
districts of the metropolis to the Metropolitan Asylum Hos-
pital at Fulham, for the purpose of isolation. An opinion
was expressed that an outbreak of small-pox would occur in
the parish of Fulham, as a result of the course that was then
being adopted. At the time of the presenting of that report,
there had been no case of small-pox reported in the parish
of Fulham for a period of over three months. During last
quarter, 97 cases were reported in this district, against 3
cases in the previous quarter, and against 33 in the corre-
sponding quarter of the previous year. Of the 97 cases reported
last quarter, 75 occurred in the parish of Fulham and 22 in
the parish of Hammersmith, against none in the parish of
Fulham, and 3 in the parish of Hammersmith reported
the previous quarter; 58 of the patients were males and 39
females. The ages varied from two weeks to sixty-three
years. The average ages was 21’7 years. Eighty-two of the
patients had been once vaccinated; 8 had not been vaccinated.
In the remaining 7 cases, no information as to vaccination
was obtained. These 97 cases occurred in seventy-two houses
in fifty-nine streets. In forty-seven streets the outbreak was
confined to one house in each street; 40 cases occurred singly in
different houses in different streets ; in twelve streets there
was more than one house attacked in each street. In one street,
there were three houses attacked in the same street, and in
eleven streets there were two houses attacked in each street.
In sixty-three houses, there was only 1 case in each house.
In nine houses, there was more than 1 case in each house.
Thus, in one house there were 8 cases in the same house ; in
one house there were 5 cases in the same house; in three
houses there were 4 cases in each house ; in one house there
were 3 cases in each house, and in three houses there were 2
cases in each house. Of the 97 cases, 5 deaths have as yet
been registered, which equals a mortality of 51 per cent,.
91’8 per cent. of the cases were removed to a hospital and
properly isolated ; 89 cases were removed to the Metropolitan

Asylum Hospital at Fulham-88 by your board and one by
St. Thomas’s Hospital authorities. The patient applied there
for medical advice, not knowing the nature of his complaint.
One case was not reported till after the death of the patient;
5 cases were not reported till after the recovery of the patients,
and in 2 cases the removal was objected to. The accommo-
dation in these latter two cases was by no means satisfactory
for the effectual isolation of the patients, but was not

sufficiently bad within the meaning of the thirty-eighth
section of the Sanitary Act, 1866, to justify an application to
the magistrate to enforce removal. Only 12 of the cases were
within a half-mile radius of the Fulham Small-pox Hospital,
while 85 were without about a half-mile radius. These facts
are opposed to the theory that the disease is caught by the
germs being carried through the air from the hospital. Under
such circumstances, the houses that are in the nearest proximity
to the hospital would be most affected by the disease. Thevery
large number of cases that have occurred in the three parislces
that are in the nearest proximity to the hospital, as compared
with those parishes that are more distant, is, on the other
hand, the strongest evidence that the presence of the 7tos _pital
in the locality is the cause of the disease being more prevalent
in that loccclity." In his observations upon the diffusion of
"germs," Mr. Collier gives no clue to the respective popula-
tions living within and without the half-mile area from the
hospital, and among whom the cases to which he refers
occurred. 

___

ALLEGED DEATH FROM REVACCINATION.

With regard to the reported death of a lady at Sitting-
bourne from revaccination, to which we referred a fortnight
ago, we learn from the medical gentleman in attendance (Dr.
C. H. Fisher), that there was not the least connexion between
the revaccination and the cause of death. The revaccination
failed, and the erysipelatous affection from which she after-
wards died had no connexion with the spot where the
vaccine lymph had been inserted.

MISTAKING SMALL-POX FOR CHICKEN-POX.

Dr. Orme Dudfield, in his report for May, directs attention
to the extension of small-pox from the lower classes in the
social scale to the higher; and he gives a curious instance of
a succession of cases of presumed chicken-pox proving to be
modified small-pox, and the error leading to a regrettable
diffusion of the malady. 

___

It would appear from the last meeting of the Metropolitan
Asylums Board that the second ship asked for from the
Admiralty, the Endyrnion frigate, is to be used for the
administrative staff attached to the Atlas, and that it is
contemplated to fit up the latter ship for 250 patients. The
Admiralty have also lent to the Board a steam pinnace to
facilitate its arrangements. It would seem probable that
the Atlas and E-ndymiora will be moored off Greenhithe, but
the riverside authorities, the Port of London Sanitary
Authority, and the Thames Conservators are all throwing
difficulties in the way of the Asylums Board establishing a
floating small-pox hospital in the river, and it is to be
surmised that the Board have been at no pains to remove
these difficulties before they started their scheme. One of
the members during the meeting, with reference to certain
communications made to the Asylums Board by the Local
Government Board, and the little help they received from
the latter body, aptly said that the Board desired the
managers "to pull the chestnuts out of the fire."
The Manchester Corporation, in view of the annual deficit

in the receipts as contrasted with the expenditure of the
Monsall Fever Hospital, belonging to the Royal Infirmary,
has agreed to pay an increased sum for the maintenance and
treatment of each case sent there under their authority.
Doubtless other sanitary authorities making use of the hos-
pital will follow a similar course.

If the medical officer is permitted to keep a dog in a work-
house, why not the matron, or, indeed, any other officer?
This question has been occupying the serious attention of the
Shoreditch guardians, and has been decided by conceding the
same privilege to the matron as to dog-keeping as the medical
officer.

Dr. Bristowe, the medical officer of health for Camberwell,
has been delivering a series of lectures on sanitary matters
in the Vestry Hall of the parish. The lectures were largely
attended and highly appreciated.
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The medical officer of health for Peterborough city, Dr.
W. Sinclair Thomson, has resigned his post, which he had
held since 1873. The thanks of the Town Council were
voted to Dr. Thomson for the efficient manner in which he

had performed the duties of his office.. 

The sanitary inspectors of Holborn and Clerkenwell, it is
reported, have been giving attention to the probability of
small-pox being spread by the sale of second-hand clothes,
and are endeavouring to avert danger from this source. 
The Cambridge Urban Sanitary Authority have deter-

mined to erect an infectious disease hospital, and to take
measures for diverting the sewage of the town from the Cam.
The vaccination officer for Bethnal Green recently reported

that a three weeks’ house-to-house visitation of his district
had led to the discovery of about 600 unvaccinated children.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

English urban mortality showed a marked decline, and
was exceptionally low last week. In twenty of the largest
English towns, estimated by the Registrar-General to con-
tain in the middle of this year a population somewhat
exceeding seven and a half millions of persons, 4718 births
and 2737 deaths were registered last week. The births
were 458, and the deaths so many as 520, below the average
weekly numbers during 1880. The annual rate of mortality
in the twenty towns, which had been equal to 20’0 and
20’3 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks, declined last week
to 18’8 ; this is the lowest rate that has prevailed in these
towns in any week since the end of September last. The
lowest rates in the twenty towns last week were 14’0
in Brighton, 14’6 in Portsmouth, 15’1 in Wolverhampton,
15’3 in Plymouth, and 15’4 in Newcastle-upon-l’yne.
The rates in the other towns ranged upwards to 21’4
in Salford, 21’7 in Manchester, 22’7 in Liverpool, and
23’0 in Sheffield. During the first ten weeks of the current
quarter the death-rates in the twenty towns averaged 20’9
per 1000, against 23’0, the average rate in the corresponding
periods of the five years 1876-80.
The deaths referred to the principal zymotic diseases in

the twenty towns, which had been 452 and 446 in the two
preceding weeks, declined to 401 last week; these included
106 from measles, 91 from whooping-cough, 63 from small-
pox, 55 from scarlet fever, 45 from diarrhcea, 27 from fever
(principally enteric), and 14 from diphtheria. The annual
death-rate from these principal zymotic diseases averaged
2’7 per 1000 in the twenty towns, and ranged from 0’0 and
05 in Newcastle-upon-Tyne and Brighton, to 4’1 and 5’9
Liverpool and Leicester. Measles showed the largest
proportional fatality in Bristol, Sheffield, and Liverpool;
scarlet fever in Norwich, Oldham, and Birmingham; and
whoopi&ugrave;g-cough in Leicester, Portsmouth, and Birming-
ham. Of the 14 deaths from diphtheria in the twenty towns,
no less than 11 occurred in London. The death-rate from
fever, principally enteric, was exceptionally low in the
twenty towns last week; it was highest in Portsmouth and
Hull. The fatal cases of diarrhoea, principally infantile,
showed an increase last week, but were below the average
for the season. Small-pox caused 67 more deaths in London
and its outer ring of suburban districts, 2 in Liverpool, and 1
each in Brighton and Hull ; no fatal case of this disease,
however, was registered in any of the sixteen other large
provincial towns. The number of small-pox patients in the
Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals, which had steadily
increased from 942 to 1644 during the five preceding
weeks, was 1633 on Saturday last, including 621 inmates of
the Convalescent Camp Hospital at Darenth. The new cases
admitted to these hospitals, which had been 402 and 359 in
the two previous weeks, declined to 293 last week. The
Highgate Small-pox Hospital contained 83 patients on

Saturday last, against 84 and 86 at the end of each of the
two previous weeks respectively; 19 new cases were ad-
mitted to this hospital during the week. These figures
afford evidence that the decline of small-pox fatality, which
is usual at this time of the year, has now set in.
The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory organs

in London, which had been 241 and 249 in the two preceding
weeks, fell to 216 last week, and were 23 below the
corrected average weekly number ; they included 120 from
bronchitis and 70 from pneumonia. The annual death-rate
from lung diseases, exclusive of phthisis, did not exceed 2’9

per 1000 in London last week ; while the rate from the
same diseases was 4’8 in Liverpool and 4’2 in Salford.
The causes of 69, or 2’5 per cent., of the deaths in the

twenty towns last week were not certified either by a regis-
tered medical practitioner or by a coroner. The proportion
of uncertified deaths in London did not exceed 1’5 per cent.,
whereas it averaged 3’5 in the nineteen provincial towns.
No uncertified deaths were registered last week in Ports-
mouth, Norwich, or Birmingham; whereas the proportions of
such deaths were largest in Sunderland, Leeds, and Sheffield.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWKS.

In eight of the largest Scotch towns, having an estimated
population of rather more than a million and a half of persons,
the annual death-rate last week declined to 18-7 per 1000,
from 20’6 in the previous week ; this rate was 0’1 below
the average rate last week in the aggregate of the twenty
large English towns. The rates in these eight Scotch towns
ranged last week from 15.7 and 17.9 in Dundee and Glasgow,
to 21’2 and 21’7 in Paisley and Leith. The rates of mor-
tality in the Scotch weekly return are not yet calculated
upon estimates of population based upon recently enume-
rated numbers; it is said to be probable that the rates in
some of the towns are over-stated through an under-estimate
of their present population. The deaths referred to the prin-
cipal zymotic diseases in the eight towns were 65 last week,
against 72 and 62 in the two preceding weeks ; they included
19 from diarrhcea, 17 from whooping-cough, 11 from "fever,"
6 from measles, 6 from scarlet fever, 5 from diphtheria,
and one from small-pox. The annual death-rate from
these zymotic diseases averaged 2’6 per 1000 in the eight
towns, and was 0’1 below the average rate from the same
diseases in the twenty large English towns. This zymotic
death-rate ranged in the eight Scotch towns from 0’0 and
1’9 in Perth and Aberdeen, to 3’2 and 5’2 in Greenock and
Leith. The,19 deaths referred to diarrhoea showed an increase
of 5 upon those returned in the previous week, and included
8 in Glasgow, 4 in Greenock, and 2 each in Dundee, Aber-
deen, and Leith. The fatality of this disorder was more
than twice as great as that which occurred last week in the
large English towns; 17 fatal cases of whooping-cough
showed an increase of 3 upon the number in the previous
week; they included 11 in Glasgow and 4 in Edinburgh.
The 11 deaths referred to "fever" (including typhus, enteric,
and simple) showed a further slight increase upon recent
weekly numbers; 5 occurred in Glasgow and 3 in Edin-
burgh. The annual death-rate from this cause in the eight
towns was equal to 0’44 per 1000, and was more than twice
as high as the average fever rate in the twenty English towns.
The 6 deaths from scarlet fever showed a decline of 7 from
those in the previous week, and included 4 in Edinburgh.
Four of the 6 deaths from measles were returned in Glasgow.
The fatal case of small-pox was of an unvaccinated infant,
aged four months, in Glasgow. The deaths attributed to acute
diseases of the lungs (bronchitis, pneumonia, and pleurisy)
in the eight towns, which had been 89 and 106 in the two
preceding weeks, declined again to 95 last week, and were
equal to an annual rate of 3’8 per 1000 ; the rate from
the same diseases in London did not exceed 26.

HEALTH MATTERS GENERALLY AT HOME
AND ABROAD.

HEALTH OF CALCUTTA.

Dr. K. McLeod’s report for the first quarter of the present
year on the health of Calcutta shows an unusually low mean
temperature of the period, a quarterly total of deaths ex-
ceeding the decennial mean by 362, and, with the exception
of bowel complaints, a decrease in the mortality from specific
diseases below the mean of the preceding ten years. The

mortality from cholera was below the mean, although higher
than in either of the two preceding years. " An outbreak of
considerable severity occurred in a bustee to the north of
Sakea’s-street, which subsided when the use of the water of
a tank in the middle of the village was prevented by putting
a police guard over it. A similar result happened in Parsee
bazaar, a bustee near Machua Bazaar-street, where the
people of their own motion discontinued the use of the water of
a large tank situated in that village." The deaths from
diarrhoea and dysentery were slightly in excess of the decen-
nial mean ; those from small-pox below; but the number of


